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“Lifting as We Climb”: Inauguration of Dr. Manya Whitaker, 15th President of Colorado College

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.—October 29, 2025—Colorado College is pleased to announce that the inauguration ceremony for its 15th president, Dr. Manya Whitaker, will take place on Saturday, November 8, 2025, at 11 a.m. in Richard F. Celeste Theatre, located inside Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Avenue, in Colorado Springs.

The inauguration ushers in a new chapter at CC, marking an opportunity for the College community to honor and formalize Dr. Whitaker’s leadership while celebrating our shared commitment to the College’s mission and future. 

The inauguration theme, “Lifting as We Climb,” drawing from the motto of the National Association of Colored Women, reflects Dr. Whitaker’s belief in shared success: when one of us rises, we all do. It underscores Dr. Whitaker’s commitment to opening doors for others and advancing with humility and purpose.  “Lifting as We Climb” also honors Dr. Whitaker’s own professional journey and the colleagues, family and friends, students, mentors, and community partners who have shaped her path to leadership. 

Read more about Dr. Whitaker's selection as President and her lengthy background at CC as a professor, a senior administrator, and as Interim President.

The day’s events begin with a campus community breakfast and morning learning sessions called “block talks” at Ed Robson Arena, followed by the ticketed ceremony at Richard F. Celeste Theater, and finally, a post-ceremony reception back at Ed Robson Arena. 

Members of the broader community are welcome to attend if they RSVP by October 31 using this link here. CC welcomes members of the media to join us in celebrating a leader who is deeply embedded in the CC community and whose vision reflects the power of collaborative leadership, inclusive excellence, and the enduring purpose of the liberal arts.

Media please RSVP by Friday, Oct. 31 to reserve your space in Richard F. Celeste Theatre by contacting Alexa Gromko at 719-360-8401 or agromko@coloradocollege.edu. Media passes are required and will be distributed at the event.

The inauguration will be livestreamed if media members are not able to attend in person.


About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts institution in Colorado Springs, Colorado, founded in 1874. Known for its innovative Block Plan, students take one class at a time in intensive 3½-week segments, allowing for deep focus and engagement in and beyond the classroom. With approximately 2,200 undergraduates, the College offers 42 majors, 30 department minors, and 24 thematic minors, as well as Master of Arts in Teaching. Colorado College holds the Research Colleges and Universities designation from Carnegie and ACE and is consistently recognized as a top Fulbright and Peace Corps producing institution. A leader in sustainability, the College was the first in the Rocky Mountain Region and eighth in the nation to achieve carbon neutrality. For more information, visit www.coloradocollege.edu.
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